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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level 
descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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ANNOTATIONS 
 

 

In Qs 1 (except 1(a)), 3 and 4 use to indicate where each mark has been awarded. 

 

Use to indicate an answer or element that is wrong. 

 

Not good enough. Use wherever such a judgment has been made. 

 

Benefit of doubt. 

 

In Q5 use to indicate creditworthy other argument element. 
In Q3 use to indicate ‘significant additional element’. 

 

In Qs 2 and 5 use to indicate ‘conclusion’. 

 

In Qs 2 and 5 and in short questions where indicated, use to indicate that marks have 
been capped because an essential element of the answer is absent. 

 

In Q2 use to indicate creditworthy evaluation of a source. 

 

In Q5 use to indicate creditworthy intermediate conclusion. 

 

In Q2 use to indicate creditworthy personal thinking. 
In Q3 use to indicate paraphrase. 

 

In Q2 use to indicate creditworthy inferential reasoning. 
In Q5 use to indicate creditworthy reason used to support a conclusion. 

 

In Q2 use to indicate creditworthy use of a source. 
In Q5 use to indicate distinct strand of reasoning. 

 

In appropriate cases, use to indicate significant omission. 
In Q3 use to indicate ‘significant omission’. 

 

Use when an element of an answer which would normally be credited cannot receive a 
mark because of a rubric; e.g., in Q5 use when a type of argument element has 
already been credited in the same strand of reasoning. 
Use in answers when no other annotations have been used. 
Use on blank pages. 

Highlight Use to draw attention to part of an answer. 

 
There must be at least one annotation on each page of the answer booklet. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(a) 2 marks for a correct answer with accurate explanation 
1 mark for a correct answer with vague, incomplete or generic explanation 
0 marks for a correct answer without explanation 
0 marks for an incorrect answer with or without explanation 
 
2-mark answer (3 ticks) 
Source E is not an argument ✓. It gives much information which might 
encourage people to buy the product / which would support a conclusion ✓, 
but does not draw a supported, persuasive conclusion from that information 
✓. 
 
1-mark answers (2 ticks) 
Source E is not an argument ✓, because it does not include a supported, 
persuasive conclusion ✓. 
Source E is not an argument ✓. It only gives information which might 
encourage people to buy the product ✓. 
 
0-mark answer (1 or 0 ticks) 
Source E is not an argument ✓, because it does not include two contrasting 
opinions. 
Source E is an argument ×…… 

2 

1(b) 2 marks each for up to two developed valid answers 
1 mark each for up to two undeveloped or marginal answers  
 
Examples of 2-mark answers: 

• Studies have revealed a decline of “between 1% and 2.5% each year”, 
but the researcher’s calculations are based on the upper extreme of this 
range. 

• The researcher’s calculations are based on the assumption that the rate 
of decline will continue consistently at current rates, which is unlikely. 

• The researcher ignores the likelihood that there is a natural limit, beyond 
which the decline of populations will not fall. 

• There is no explicit or obvious arithmetical basis for extrapolating from 
25% loss in 10 years to 50% loss in 50 years or 100% loss in 100 years. 

• It isn’t clear whether 1%–2.5% means percent or percentage points; but 
neither is consistent with the researcher’s claim. 

• The author consistently uses a percentage of the original number of 
species, instead of the remaining number, which would be a lower figure. 

• The researcher’s claim refers to species loss, which is different from the 
decline in population reported by the studies (so he is drawing a false 
inference). 

 
Examples of 1-mark answers: 

• The researcher assumes that the current rate of loss is 2.5% per year. 

• The researcher’s prediction that all insects will have disappeared in 100 
years’ time is implausible. 

4 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(c)(i) 1 mark for a valid answer 
 
Examples of valid answers: 

• It will reduce the likelihood of introducing disease-carrying 
microorganisms and/or non-native predatory insects. 

• It may be easier to discover the conditions under which locally grown 
plants were grown. 

• Plants imported by air and/or road have a higher carbon footprint than 
locally grown plants. 

• Plants grown overseas for export may be more likely to be grown in areas 
where habitat has been destroyed to make room for their cultivation. 

• Locally grown plants are likely to be beneficial for local* insect 
populations. *The concept of “local” must be included for this answer to 
be credited. 

1 

1(c)(ii) The owners of the website have a vested interest to increase their own 
sales/profits by encouraging people to buy trees and plants which they have 
grown. 
 
Accept answers which could have been credited for Q1(c)(i). 

1 

1(d) • Overall, the reliability of this source is (very) good [1].  

• The author and publisher of an article in a general-interest magazine do 
not necessarily have much expertise/reputation/ability to see, which 
diminishes their reliability [1].  

• Although they have a vested interest to present information in the most 
striking way, in order to attract readers, they have not sensationalised 
their report [1].  

• In addition, they have a vested interest to protect the reputation of the 
magazine by not publishing incorrect information [1].  

• The UN FAO has a good reputation [1]  

• and expertise/ability to see the phenomenon on which it reports [1].  

• As an employee of a prestigious institution, Dr Sivell has a good 
reputation [1].  

• As a specialist in natural history, Dr Sivell’s reliability is increased by 
relevant expertise [1].  

• As a researcher in the field of entomology, Dr Sivell’s reliability is 
enhanced by good ability to see relevant data [1]. 

• Neither the UNFAO nor Dr Sivell has a vested interest to give incorrect 
information [1]. 

4 

1(e) 1 mark each for up to 2 valid answers. 
 
Examples of valid answers 

• People in Europe and the US may be able to afford to consume more 
than their fair share of global resources. 

• People in Europe and the US who wish to eat more responsibly may 
change to a vegetarian or vegan diet. 

• The cultural barrier to taking up insect-eating might be too high for people 
in Europe and the US. 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 
 

Conclusion 
1 mark for an explicit supported conclusion 
Cap at 7 if conclusion is absent or implicit 

Use of sources  
2 marks for use of 4 sources 
1 mark for use of at least 1 source 

Evaluation of 
sources 

1 mark for each valid evaluation of the credibility or 
quality of reasoning in sources 
Maximum 3 marks 

Inferential 
reasoning 
from sources 

1 mark each 
Maximum 3 marks 
Source must be mentioned for this to be credited 

Personal  
thinking 

1 mark each 
Maximum 2 marks 

 
Annotate answers as follows: 
 
 To indicate ‘conclusion’.  
 
 To indicate creditworthy use of source. 
 
 To indicate creditworthy evaluation of source. 
 
 To indicate creditworthy inferential reasoning. 
 
 To indicate creditworthy personal thinking. 
 
 To indicate that mark has been capped. 
 
 To indicate incorrect material. 
 
 
Indicative content 
 

• Source A shows why insects are important ecologically; 

• since this is an extract from a high school textbook, its information should 
be basically reliable, even if not necessarily advanced or up to date. 

• Even though the researcher’s predictions are probably over-stated, 

• Source B shows that insect populations are seriously endangered, 

• and the 27 signatories of the open letter have good reliability because of 
their reputation, expertise and ability to see. 

• By suggesting actions which consumers can take, Source C implies that 
preserving insects is the responsibility of individuals rather than 
governments, 

• but governments could introduce incentives to encourage people to take 
these actions.  

• Source D indicates that insects are potentially an important food source 

• and Source E gives an example of how they are already being marketed; 

• governments could encourage the farming of insects for food, 

• although eating insects does not constitute preserving them. 

8 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 Sample 8-mark answer (256 words) 

 

Source A shows why insects are important ecologically; since this is an 

extract from a high school textbook, its information should have appropriate 

expertise and the publishers will have vested interest to ensure that it is 

academically correct, even if not necessarily advanced or up to date. The 

roles attributed to insects in Source A are so significant that if their survival is 

under threat, governments would be justified in intervening. 

 

Even though the prediction of the researcher in Source B appears to be over-

stated, the source does show that insect populations are seriously 

endangered, and the 27 signatories of the open letter have good reliability, 

because of their academic reputation, specialist expertise and ability to see. 

 

By suggesting actions which consumers can take, Source C implies that 

protecting insects is the responsibility of individuals, but in view of the 

seriousness of the situation it would be reasonable for governments to 

introduce incentives to encourage people to take these actions. They could, 

for example, subsidise the prices of locally-grown plants, ban the use of peat 

as a growing medium and restrict the availability of pesticide sprays.  

 

Source D indicates that insects are potentially an important food source and 

Source E gives an example of how they are already being marketed. It would 

probably be more realistic for governments to fund pilot projects in the farming 

of insects for food than to leave it to commercial interests.  

 

Governments should therefore take action to preserve insects, both for 

ecological reasons and as a potential food resource for humans. 
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Question Answer Marks 

In Q3, annotate as follows: 
 
 Significant additional element 
 
 Significant omission 
 
 Paraphrase 
 
In Q3(a), (c), and (d), if two answers are given, one of which is correct, award 1 mark. 
 
In all parts of Q3, apply guidance relating to additional material only if it constitutes an additional 
part of an answer or an alternative answer.  

3(a) 2 marks for an exact answer 
1 mark for a paraphrase, or for one additional element or omission 
 
their recommendation [the recommendation of educational experts / that the 
current system of school exams should be abolished] should now be put into 
effect 

2 

3(b) For up to 2 of the following: 
2 marks for an exact answer 
1 mark for a paraphrase, or for one additional element or omission 
If more than two answers given, mark the first three only 
 

• Exams have an immense impact on people’s lives. 
• (so) assessment should aim to give positive evaluation and 

encouragement to everyone (not just the talented few). 

• School exams are unavoidably inefficient as a means of selecting the 
people with greatest potential for success. 

• (since) they [school exams] have no relationship to the skills required in 
adult life 

4 

3(c) Examples [1] of (other) aspects of a well-rounded/fulfilling life (which young 
people should be experiencing) [1]. 

2 

3(d) 2 marks for an exact version of the following 
1 mark for an incomplete or vague version of the following 
 

• It is not possible/easy for young people to pursue things like sport, the 
arts or relationships outside school. 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

4(a) • The claim that ‘the replacement of exams with assessment by teachers 
did not cause civilization to collapse’ is a straw man / denies what no-one 
has alleged [1]. There may have been less serious disadvantages, which 
is what critics have actually alleged [1]. 

• The expression ‘achieved greater success’ is ambiguous / relies on 
equivocation [1]. It may mean that they learned more or that they were 
awarded higher grades / gained access to a university or a career against 
expectations [1], which may have been because the grades awarded 
were generous [1]. 

2 

4(b) To a moderate extent [1]. The main causes of someone’s ‘success and 
happiness in adult life’ are probably their talent and hard work, which are also 
the causes of their successful exam results [1], in which case the exams 
themselves do not ‘have an immense impact’ on their lives [1]. However, it is 
also true that under current circumstances good exam results open doors to 
higher education and to well paid careers [1]. 
 
If no other mark awarded, allow for 1 mark: Although there is a correlation 
between good exam results and successful and happy lives, the former may 
not cause the latter. 

3 

4(c) It significantly weakens the support for the claim [1]. If radical changes to 
exams could eliminate the factors mentioned in the second sentence of the 
paragraph, the criticism would no longer be unavoidable [1]. 
OR 
It partially weakens the support for the claim [1]. If radical changes to exams 
could eliminate some of the factors mentioned in the second sentence of the 
paragraph, the criticism would no longer be unavoidable [1], but the other 
factors would remain valid [1]. 
 
Accept for 1 mark: Since there is also a straw man in this paragraph [extreme 
representation of what sitting exams entails], the reasoning is very weak 
overall [1]. 

2 

4(d) Paragraph 4 is severely weakened by an appeal to tradition (accept history) 
[1]. The mere fact that the current policy ‘was introduced only recently’ is an 
insufficient reason for judging it to be ‘a bad mistake’ [1]. The fact that ‘that 
policy worked well’ does not mean it could not have been improved [1] and 
does not exclude the possibility that a new policy might have been needed in 
response to changed circumstances [1]. 

3 
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Question Answer Marks 

5 
 

Conclusion 1 mark for conclusion in acceptable format. 

Reasons 
2 marks for three or more reasons supporting conclusions 
1 mark for one or two reasons supporting conclusions  

Inferential 
reasoning 

1 mark for each use of an intermediate conclusion or chain of 
intermediate conclusions 
(including if used in a response to a counter) 
Maximum 3 marks 

Argument 
elements 

1 mark for each use of other argument elements that 
strengthens the reasoning: counter with response, example, 
evidence, analogy, hypothetical reasoning 
Credit each type only once per strand of reasoning 
Maximum 3 marks 

Structure 1 mark for two or more distinct strands of reasoning 

 
Each component of a candidate response may score only once. Where there 
is more than one possibility, use the classification which leads to the higher 
total mark. 
 
Maximum 6 marks for no conclusion or wrong conclusion, or a conclusion that 
does not follow from the reasoning, or if both sides are argued without a 
resolution. 
 
0 marks for answer unrelated to the claim given. 
No credit for material merely reproduced from the passage. 
 
 
Annotate answers as follows: 
 
 To indicate main conclusion. 
 
 To indicate creditworthy reason used to support a conclusion. 
 
 To indicate creditworthy intermediate conclusion. 
 
 To indicate creditworthy other argument element. 
 
 To indicate distinct strand of reasoning. 
 
 To indicate that mark has been capped. 
 
 To indicate material that is judged not to have a structural function 
in  the argument. 
 
Use highlighter to indicate material which is not relevant to the stated claim 
or is derived from the passage. 

8 
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Question Answer Marks 

5 Example 8-mark answers 
 
Support (213 words) 
 
Young people sacrifice a lot for the sake of their education. Instead of having 

their own income and enjoying social activities with friends, they rely on their 

parents for pocket money and spend their time studying. These sacrifices are 

a rational choice only if the studying will be rewarded by qualifications which 

open the door to well-paid jobs. So it would be a waste of time and effort to 

study subjects which cannot lead to lucrative employment. Learning about 

things which are not relevant to the world of work would be as irresponsible as 

spending one’s whole teenage years playing video games. 

 

Every country invests a large amount of money in educating its young people. 

It does this in the expectation that its investment will eventually be repaid from 

the work which former students do as adults and from the taxes they pay on 

their earnings. If some people were unable to repay the investments in these 

ways in later life, they would be failing to keep their side of the tacit bargain. 

So it would be wrong for schools or colleges to offer courses in subjects like 

literature, history or music, which will not pay for themselves in future 

earnings. 

 

Therefore the purpose of education should be to prepare students for 

employment. 

 
 
Challenge (163 words) 
 
Some politicians appear to believe that the only criterion for assessing 

educational programmes is how well they prepare students for employment. 

However, this approach is based on an impoverished understanding of human 

life. There is more to life than work and people are more than what they 

contribute to the common good.  So education should also aim to give 

students the skills they need to make the most of leisure activities and to 

enjoy healthy relationships and family life. 
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Question Answer Marks 

5  

Furthermore, the contributions which individuals make to their communities 

are not limited to what they do during working hours.  If their education 

focused narrowly on preparing them for employment, they would not be 

equipped to meet the other expectations which society legitimately has of 

them, such as parenting, political engagement and cultural activities. So the 

educational curriculum should include a wide range of subjects and develop a 

variety of skills. 

 

Therefore the purpose of education should not only be to prepare students for 

employment. 

 
Acceptable ‘challenge’ conclusions: 
• The purpose of education should not be to prepare students for 

employment. 

• The purpose of education should not only be to prepare students for 
employment. 

 

 
 


